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Twitter has turned from a niche service to a mass phenomenon. It is 
an online social networking tool in which users post 140 character 
updates of what is going on in their lives along with links to things 
they think are interesting, funny, or useful to their followers. The 
statuses are human speech acts underwriting. This research aims to 
describe the linguistic form of expressive utterances and describe the 
intentions of expressive utterance in status updates on social media 
Twitter used by students of STKIP Muhammadiyah Bogor. The type 
of this research is a descriptive qualitative research in which the 
writer used documentation and observation method as the method 
of collecting data. The data of this research are written utterances 
made by students of the English Department in STKIP 
Muhammadiyah Bogor. A set of questionnaire was given to all the 
sixth semester of English education in order to assess their attitude 
and feedback toward the expressive utterances of statues update on 
social media Twitter. The result of findings from the data of 
expressive utterance in the status update on media social twitter is 
expressing learning feeling, expressing anger feeling, expressing 
welcoming, expressing congratulating, expressing tiredness, 
expressing hoping, expressing happiness, expressing love, expressing 
thanking, expressing sadness, expressing sorrow, expressing 
worrying, expressing like, expressing dislike, expressing condolence, 




   A language is a tool to 
communicate and to formulate humans' 
intent, with communication, people can 
express all that they feel, protest, thank, 
apologize, promise, and express their think 
and know to others. Crystal (2000: 212) 
defines “language as the systematic 
conventional use of sound, sign, or written 
symbol in human society for 
communication and self-expression”. It 
means humans can express what their 
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feeling or thinking through utterances 
which is an expressive utterance. 
According to Searle (in Levinson, 1983: 
240), expressive utterances are utterances 
used to express a psychological state. 
Paradigm cases include, for instance, 
thanking, apologizing, welcoming. 
Humans use language to express inner 
thoughts and emotions. A language is a 
tool to communicate and to formulate 
humans intent, with communication, 
people can express all that their feel, 
protest, thank, apologize, promise, and 
express their think and know to others. 
  An action performed via 
utterances is generally called speech acts. 
Kreidler (1998: 26) states that an utterance 
is “an act of speech or writing; it is a 
specific event at a particular time and place 
and involving at least one person, the one 
who produces the utterance, but usually 
more than one person”. The form of the 
utterance can be in the form of word, 
phrase, clause, and sentence. Speech acts 
are acts of communication. Speech acts 
can be analyzed on three levels, the 
locution (the actual or literal meaning of 
the utterance), the illocution (the meaning 
intended by the speaker), and the last is 
perlocution (the effect of those words on 
the hearer). Every utterance both spoken 
and written in the speech act of a human. 
One of the human communication ways on 
social media websites is by writing 
statuses on Twitter. The statuses are 
human speech acts underwriting. Twitter is 
an online social networking tool in which 
users post 140 character updates of what is 
going on in their lives along with links to 
things they think are interesting, funny, or 
useful to their followers. The statuses are 
human speech acts underwriting. Yule 
(1996: 53) says that expressive are those 
kinds of speech acts that state what the 
speaker feels, for instance, thanking, 
pleasure, displeasure, apology, 
condolence, pain, like, dislike, joy, sorrow, 
and so on. Pragmatics is the study to 
understand another speaker’s intended 
meaning related to the context. Mey (2001: 
175) proposes that “Pragmatics is the study 
of humans communicatively using 
language in the context of society.” Leech 
(in Peccei, 1999:7) states that “pragmatics 
can be usefully defined as the study of how 
utterances have meanings in situation”. 
From the definition, the writer summarizes 
that the main point of pragmatics is the 
study to understand another speaker’s 
intended meaning related to the context.  
  Status for Twitter is a great way 
to get a lot of attention without having to 
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reveal personal information about your 
feelings or activities; something many 
people don’t feel comfortable with they are 
also not hard to come up with. They can be 
funny comments about news events, 
sports, funny quotes, or just clever twists 
on things that happen in everyday life. 
Here are some examples of some different 
Good Twitter Status that you can use to 
brighten your social networking 
community’s day. Statement of the 
Problem What is the kind of expressive 
utterance update statutes on twitter made 
by the students of STKIP Muhammadiyah 
Bogor? The objective of the Research to 
find some expressive utterances in the 
status twitter made by the students of 
STKIP Muhammadiyah Bogor. 
 
 RESEARCH METHOD 
         The writer used observation and 
documentation to collect the data. The type 
of this study is descriptive qualitative. The 
descriptive qualitative research means a 
type of research in which it does not 
include any calculation or enumeration 
(Moleong, 2004: 11) The object of the 
study is expressive utterance on Twitter 
statuses update used by students of STKIP 
Muhammadiyah Bogor. The data of this 
research are written utterances made by 
students of the English Department in 
STKIP Muhammadiyah Bogor. The type 
of this research is a descriptive qualitative 
research in which the writer used 
documentation and observation method as 
the method of collecting data. A set of 
questionnaire was given to all the sixth 
semester of English education in order to 
assess their attitude and feedback toward 
the expressive utterances of statues update 
on social media Twitter. 
  
 RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 History of Twitter 
          Since its launch in 2006, Twitter 
has turned from a niche service to a mass 
phenomenon. By the beginning of 2013, 
the platform claims to have more than 200 
million active users, who “post over 400 
million tweets per day” (Twitter, 2013). Its 
success is spreading globally; Twitter is 
now available in 33 different languages 
and has significantly increased its support 
for languages that use non-Latin character 
sets. While Twitter, Inc. has occasionally 
changed the appearance of the service and 
added new features—often in reaction to 
users’ developing their own conventions, 
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such as adding ‘#’ in front of important 
keywords to tag them—the basic idea 
behind the service has stayed the same: 
users may post short messages (tweets) of 
up to 140 characters and follow the updates 
posted by other users. This leads to the 
formation of complex follower networks 
with unidirectional as well as bidirectional 
connections between individuals, but also 
between media outlets, NGOs, and other 
organizations. While originally 
‘microblogs’ were perceived as a new 
genre of online communication, of which 
Twitter was just one exemplar, the 
platform has become synonymous with 
microblogging in most countries. A 
notable exception is Sina Weibo, popular 
in China where Twitter is not available. 
Other similar platforms have been shut 
down (e.g., Jaiku), or are being used in 
slightly different ways (e.g., Tumblr), thus 
making Twitter a unique service within the 
social media landscape. 
          In addition to interpersonal 
communication, Twitter is increasingly 
used as a source of real-time information 
and a place for debate in news, politics, 
business, and entertainment. Televised 
sports events such as the FIFA World Cup 
or the NBA Finals cause massive real-time 
spikes in global Twitter activity; other 
entertainment news and events also result 
in particularly high tweet volumes, be it 
the death of Michael Jackson, the annual 
Academy Awards, or the royal wedding of 
Prince William and Kate Middleton in 
2011. Public figures and celebrities from 
the Pope to Lady Gaga attract enormous 
numbers of followers, and a photo of 
Barack and Michelle Obama, posted 
immediately after Obama’s re-election as 
President of the United States in 
November 2012, rapidly became the single 
most retweeted message in the history of 
Twitter. Disasters such as Hurricane 
Sandy, and tragedies like the shooting 
spree of a gunman at the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Connecticut (both in 
the autumn of 2012) show their immediate 
aftereffects on the platform, as users report 
their experiences and search for 
information, often as events are 
unfolding—a dynamic that makes Twitter 
seemingly irresistible to the mass media. 
Such moments demonstrate how deeply 
embedded the service has become into the 
media ecology, and, arguably, into the 
everyday lives of its users around the 
world. Increasingly, when noteworthy 
events occur—both on a global and a local 
level—there will be Twitter users who 
share the news. 
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          Beyond the spectacle of major 
news events, Twitter remains a space for 
mundane expressiveness and interaction: 
millions of private users chat with their 
friends and share photos or URLs via 
Twitter at any one point, using the service 
as a journal of their thoughts and everyday 
activities. This is why Twitter has been 
bluntly criticized at times for consisting 
largely of ‘pointless babble’, ‘useless 
information’, or ‘phatic communication’, 
but such criticism is simplistic. Rather, the 
highly personal use by each user as a tool 
for outreach, spreading information, or 
connecting to friends is at the very heart of 
Twitter’s utility for individuals and 
organizations alike and indeed underpins 
its very success as a platform for global 
news media and public communication. 
 
 Figure 1 : Twitter Home 
 
  The writer analyzes the 
linguistic form of expressive utterance by 
using the theory of Morley and Frank. 
There are five expressive utterances, they 
are word, phrase, declarative, imperative, 
exclamatory sentences. In research, the 
writer found five forms of expressive 
utterance. There is no expressive utterance 
found in the status update that shows 
subordinate phrase, genitive phrase, 
clause, and interrogative sentence. So, the 
finding in her research is different from the 
theory recognized by Morley (2000) and 
Frank (1972). In research, the writer only 
found four phrases, three of the sentence 
and in the theory, there are seven forms of 
phrase and four forms of the sentence. 
There are seven kinds of linguistic forms 
of expressive utterance found in a status 
update on Twitter. The linguistic form is a 
word, noun phrase, verb phrase, adjective 
phrase, declarative sentence, imperative 
sentence, and exclamatory sentence. Based 
on the table above the writer finds that 
most expressive utterances of a status 
update on Twitter are in the form of a 
declarative sentence. There are seven 
kinds of expressive utterances from fifteen 
data found in a status update on Twitter. 
They are word, verb phrase, adjective 
phrase, noun phrase, declarative sentence 
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imperative sentence, and exclamatory 
sentence. According to the theory from 
Searle (1976), he recognizes five types of 
general basic kinds of speech acts: 
declarative, representative, expressive, 
commis,tion, and directive. He identifies 
five categories of speech act based on the 
intention assigned to them: declarative 
(excommunicating, declaring, war, 
christening, firing from employment) 
representative (asserting, concluding), 
expressive (thanking, apologizing, 
welcoming and congratulating), 
commission (promising, threatening, 
offering), and directive (requesting, 
questioning, commanding, suggestion). 
So, in her research, the finding is different 
from the theory from Searle (1976).  
  The result of findings from the 
data of expressive utterance in the status 
update on media social twitter is 
expressing learning feeling, expressing 
anger feeling, expressing welcoming, 
expressing congratulating, expressing 
tiredness, expressing hoping, expressing 
happiness, expressing love, expressing 
thanking, expressing sadness, expressing 
sorrow, expressing worrying, expressing 
like, expressing dislike, expressing 
condolence, expressing apologizing, 
expressing pleasure, expressing longing 
and expressing shock. While in the theory 
there are four expressive. The writer also 
analyzes the data of expressive utterances 
by using the theory from Austin (1983). 
The theory deals with locutionary act and 
illocutionary act which come from the user 
of the Twitter account. The writer finds 3 
types of expressive utterance. The 
intention of expressive utterance mostly 
appears in learning. Below is the table of 
research findings which the writer used as 
a data source and analyzes the linguistics 
form of expressive utterance in the Twitter 
status. 
Table 
The expressive utterances in statutes 
update on media social Twitter 
Utterances Picture Analysis 
I hate this 
atmosphere 
 
Context : the status is written by Denisa Delianti 
She writes in her recent 
update of her account Twitter. 
 
Locution : She said that she hate condition of the 
day. 
 
Illocution: Based on the utterance above, the 
intention of Denisa Delianti is to show yearning 
feeling. It’s indicated by word “hate this 
atmosphere”. 
She hate condition of the day 
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I Miss You 
 
Context : the status is written by Nikilya 
she writes in her recent update of her account 
Twitter. 
Locution :  she said that she miss someone. 
Illocution : Based on the utterance above, the 
intention of  Nikilya  is to show yearning 
feeling. It’s indicated by word “miss you”. she miss 
someone 
 
 CONCLUSION  
              Based on the analysis, the writers 
draw the following conclusions: There is 
one kind of linguistic form of expressive 
utterance found in a status update on 
Twitter. Based on the data analysis above, 
from the whole data, the writer finds 2 
types of expressive utterance, the intention 
of expressive utterance is yearning and 
happiness. The intention of expressive 
utterance mostly appears in yearning. 
Total is 100% of expressive utterance. The 
writer found that most intention is an 
expression of yearning. This happened 
because the user of Twitter liked to show 
yearning expression. I would like to 
express my deepest appreciation to all 
those who provided us the possibility to 
complete this research. Without support 
from many parties, this research would 
have never come into existence and special 
thanks should be given to STKIP 
Muhammadiyah Bogor. Hopefully, this 
research would give an affirmative 
contribution to us and the readers.  
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